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6.0  Background  

Circulation is vital to the health of a community, and for the City of Goodyear it plays 

an important role for growth and development. The Circulation Element of the Existing 

Conditions Report outlines the various components of the transportation system planned 

to meet the needs of the CityȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÏÄÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÉÒÃÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÎÅÔ×ÏÒË ÉÓ 

supported by existing plans for growth of the local and regional system (City of Goodyear, 

2011). 

6.1 Transportation System Overview  

As with most municipalities within Maricopa County, the use of a personal 

automobile is the most common mode of transportation for residents in the City of 

Goodyear. Due to the investments in the roadway infrastructure over the last decade, traffic 

congestion is not considered a significant challenge for most residents of Goodyear. In 

some areas, mostly to the south of the Gila River, the driving conditions are those of 

unpaved roads often found in rural and agricultural areas. Many of these roadways will be 

improved as development gradually fills in these parts of the City. 

6.1.1 Network Layout and Orientation  

The regional roadway network has guided much of the street layout for the City, 

maintaining the continuity of the one-mile grid system. The orientation of the roadway 

network to the south of the Gila River deviates from the grid system as it conforms to 

varied topographical conditions and master-planned communities, such as Estrella 

Mountain Ranch. The roadway network consists of a collection of common types of 

roadways found in the Valley: freeways and highways, major and minor arterials, collector 

and local roads, pedestrian and bicycle trails, and some rail roads. 

6.1.2 Access and Proximity to Metropolitan Areas  

The City of Goodyear is located along the Interstate 10 (I-10) only 18 miles west of 

downtown Phoenix and 6 miles west of the Agua Fria Freeway (Loop 101), providing quick 

and easy access to the largest metropolitan center in Arizona. Approximately 16 miles to 

the east is State Route 85 (SR-85), providing access to Yuma in the southern portion of the 

state in about 3 hours travel time via Interstate 8 (I-8). Los Angeles, San Diego and the rest 

of southern California are within about 6 ÈÏÕÒÓȭ drive time using either I-10 or I-8. 
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Interstate 10 is the main high-capacity roadway for workers in Goodyear and surrounding 

communities to commute to Phoenix. Average daily traffic volume along the corridor can 

range from approximately 70,000 to over 150,000 vehicles per day (URS, 2008). As a result 

of this heavy traffic volume, the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) has 

recently widened and added new lanes to the interstate. From Dysart Road to Estrella 

Parkway, I-10 has three general use lanes and one high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane in 

each direction. From Estrella Parkway to Perryville Road, the I-10 is reduced to two 

general use lanes in each direction. 

6.2 Roadway Classification  

The Goodyear roadway classifications categorize the roadways by purpose, traffic 

volume and width of right-of-way.  Goodyear currently has nine roadway classifications 

ranging from the largest category (freeways) to the smallest (residential streets) (see 

below).  The present road network is 52 percent built-out with 204.1 miles of roadway in 

place. When fully completed, the City of Goodyear roadway network will consist of a total of 

394.2 miles of roadway, almost twice the amount of roadways that currently exist (see 

Table 6.1). There are four Roads of Regional Significance (RRS) in the City of Goodyear as 

identified by MAG: Indian School Road, Maricopa County Route 85 (MC-85), Dysart Road, 

and Cotton Lane. These roads serve as the key high capacity arterial network with the 

primary function of providing mobility within the urba n area. Approximately one mile to 

the west of the planning area, Jackrabbit Trail is also identified as an RRS (City of Goodyear, 

2003). 
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Freeway/ Expressway  

 

A Freeway is a fully access 

controlled facility designed to move high 

volumes of traffic over substantial 

distances. A freeway could be designed as 

an at-grade or below/above grade facility. 

Urban freeways typically utilize four to 

eight through lanes and can typically 

transport between 160,000 and 200,000 

vehicles per day.  I-10 is an example of a 

freeway. A cross section is not provided 

for this type of roadway because ADOT, 

the governing entity, draws the ROW as 

need. 
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Parkway  

 

A Parkway is also designed to move 

high volumes of traffic over substantial 

distances. It is typically designed to be an 

at-grade facility with substantial right-of-

way for building setbacks and landscaping. 

A parkway may also be grade separated 

from major intersecting streets. Parkways 

utilize four to six through lanes with a 

landscaped raised median that is 50-74 feet 

in width and indirect left turns located away 

from the intersections. They can typically 

transport up to 100,000 vehicles per day. 

The standards for a Parkway are based on 

ǘƘŜ ά5ŜǎƛƎƴ Dǳƛdeline Recommendations 

for the !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ tŀǊƪǿŀȅέ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘe 

Maricopa County Department of 

Transportation and include a minimum 

right-of-way width of 200 feet. (Cross 

Section is only showing half of the street) 
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Scenic Arterial  

 

 

A Scenic Arterial is designed to not 

only transport vehicular traffic through 

the City, but also to act as the City Center 

loop gateway for residents, employees, 

and visitors. A scenic arterial is an at 

grade roadway comprised of four to six 

lanes, two bike lanes, two grade 

separated sidewalks and a raised 

landscaped median.  The roadway uses 

landscaped medians and tracts with 

adjacent building/landscape setbacks to 

ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÖÉÔÉÎÇ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 

adopted standard for the roadway uses a 

150-foot cross-section. Yuma Road is an 

example of a Scenic Arterial.  
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City Center Arterial  

 

The City Center Arterial is designed 

to continue the scenic theme on the Yuma 

Road and Estrella Parkway segments within 

the Goodyear Boulevard loop road. The City 

Center Arterial is an at-grade roadway with 

four lanes, two grade separated sidewalks 

and a median. The roadway uses a 

generous median and adjacent landscape 

tracts to buffer adjacent land uses. If the 

center raised median were removed, the 

roadway could ultimately support six lanes 

ƻŦ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 

the roadway also uses a 150 foot cross 

section. Goodyear Boulevard is the only 

roadway designated as a City Center 

Arterial. 
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Major Arterial  

 

 

 

A Major Arterial is designed for 

vehicular mobility over moderate trip 

lengths. A major arterial is an at-grade 

roadway comprised of six lanes, two bike 

lanes and two grade separated sidewalks, a 

raised median and landscape tracts. The 

/ƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ standard for the roadway 

uses a 130-foot cross-section. Litchfield 

Road is an example of a Major Arterial 

roadway. 
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Arterial  

 

 

 

 

An Arterial is designed for vehicular 

mobility over moderate trip lengths. An 

arterial is an at-grade roadway comprised of 

four lanes, two bike lanes and two grade 

separated sidewalks, a raised median and 

ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǘǊŀŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ 

standard for the roadway uses a 110-foot 

cross-section. Citrus Road is an example of 

an Arterial roadway. 
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Major Collector  

 

 

 

 A Major Collector carries lower 

volumes of through traffic for shorter 

distances while providing direct access to 

adjacent residences and commercial 

activities. The Major Collector roadway is 

comprised of four lanes, two bike lanes, a 

raised median, and two grade separated 

ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 

the roadway uses an 80-foot cross-section. 

Robson Circle is an example of a Major 

Collector roadway. 
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Minor Collector  

  

 

 A Minor Collector also carries 

limited through traffic and provides 

property access, but with lower traffic 

volumes than a Major Collector. Minor 

Collectors are typically shorter than Major 

Collectors and have a reduced role in the 

overall roadway system. The Minor 

Collector Roadway is comprised of two 

lanes, bike lanes, an at-grade median, and 

ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

adopted 3.3 Circulation Plan 3-14 standard 

for the roadway uses a 60-foot cross-

section. San Miguel Drive is an example of a 

Minor Collector roadway. 

 

 

 

 

 


