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Fun, Food, and Fireworks!

Goodyear’s

Star Spangled 4th Celebration

It has been a great year for our City. In
the past 12 months, we grew by 30 new
businesses, saw our crime rate drop
for the fifth consecutive year, and
watched as permits for new housing
starts more than doubled. Clearly,
the economy is showing signs of
recovery.

Wednesday, July 4 from 6 to 10 p.m.
Join us for Goodyear’s Star Spangled 4th
Celebration Wednesday, July 4 from 6 to
10 p.m. at Goodyear Ballpark. Gates open
at 6 p.m. and the evening will conclude with
a spectacular fireworks display. Admission
and parking are free.
Enjoy great live music throughout the evening from The Hamptons Band, one of the Valley’s most
popular bands. See the F-16 flyover, courtesy of Luke Air Force Base. Have fun in the water or
inflatable activity zones. Unlimited-ride wristbands are available for $10, or three rides for $5. Plenty
of food and beverages will be for sale throughout the ballpark, including hot dogs, burgers, kids’ meals,
nachos, popcorn, cotton candy, ice cream, lemonade, soda, water, beer, and margaritas. Please note
that you may bring a factory-sealed bottle of water into the ballpark, as well as a factory-sealed singleserving snack.
Bring blankets or pillows and relax on our
luxurious field or sit back and enjoy our
comfortable ballpark seating. You may choose
to rent an air-conditioned luxury suite for the
evening. Suites feature private indoor seating
with televisions, balconies with great views,
reserved special parking, and ride wristbands.
Food and non-alcoholic beverages for up to 15
people are included in the $750 rate. Bar service
is available at an additional cost. Please call
623-882-3120 for reservations.
Goodyear Ballpark is located off Estrella Parkway
just south of Yuma Road. Parking lots around the
ballpark and at Desert Edge High School open at
5 p.m. Free shuttle service is offered between
Desert Edge High School and the ballpark.

Ballpark guests are welcome to bring:
One factory-sealed plastic bottled water per person;
single-serving snack items (pre-packaged and factorysealed only); juice boxes; baby food and formula; small
umbrellas; strollers; seat cushions/blankets/towels;
small, soft-sided coolers and bags (16”x16”x8” max).
The following are prohibited:
Lawn chairs; large umbrellas; canopies; hard-sided or
large coolers; glass, cans, sports bottles, or thermos
bottles; alcoholic beverages; skateboards, bicycles,
scooters, inline skates, shoe-skates; pets (except for
certified service dogs for guests with disabilities);
smoking.
For a complete listing of Goodyear Ballpark rules
and regulations, visit www.goodyearaz.gov/ballpark.
For more information, call 623-882-3120.

That’s good news as we review the new
budget plan and strive to deliver the best services possible
for the lowest cost to taxpayers.
Topping our list is another cut in the food tax, the second
reduction in as many years. The new budget proposes to
cut the tax a quarter of a cent, down from the current
2.25% to 2%.
Saving you money was the goal when we recently refinanced
City bond debt as a hedge against declining property values.
Just like refinancing a personal home loan, our hope was to
hold down the City’s bond costs as much as possible in the
coming year, without extending the time for repayment.
Unfortunately, property values continue to drop, meaning
property tax rates still have to be adjusted slightly in this
budget to pay those bills. But thanks to our bond refinancing
strategy, we’ve been able to hold down the cost to an
average increase of only 54 cents a month.
None of us likes paying more in property taxes but until the
economy fully recovers and property values improve, we’ll
have to continue to work together to meet our obligations
while minimizing the impact on taxpayers.
Helping grow our local economy is precisely the goal of our
ongoing reorganization of City Hall as we seek to streamline
services that clear the way for new business and investment
in Goodyear. We are making changes that will improve
our ability to help local businesses grow and new
businesses create jobs in our community.

The phone rings either late at night or
early in the morning. On the line you
hear “Hi Grandma” and you respond
with “Ethan, is that you?” Before you
continue talking, think for a bit; has
your grandson ever called you like
this? This could be the beginning
of a scam that may cost you some
serious money!
So what will they say to you after you answer? Here are
some examples: “I’m in Canada and I am trying to get
home and my car broke down and I need money right
away to get it fixed.” Or they could claim they have been
mugged, been in a car accident, or need money for bail or
to pay customs fees to get back into the United States.
No matter the story, they always want you to send
money right away. The other part of the scam is the
request to “Please do not tell my parents, I was not
supposed to be away.” PLEASE DO NOT SEND
MONEY! It will just vanish!
Why do I want you to know this? – because friends of mine
here in Goodyear recently sent $3,000 to Canada to bail
out their grandson, while he was in school in Colorado.
In Goodyear, we have lots of awesome grandparents and
thus we are prime candidates for the Grandparent’s Scam.
Just take some time to call back to confirm the tale.
How do the scammers know about you, your kids and
your grandchildren? Consider social media, the internet,
or any other way people can learn about you! Just stop
and think before you wire any money to a foreign country,
it will save you some dough and you will not have to
regret being foolish.
Gary Gelzer

Goodyear
City Council

Finally, this budget proposes to give employees their
first pay increase in four years as a way to retain
workers and attract future top-notch talent to the
City. The proposed 2.5% raise for employees
is coupled with an average 6.4% increase in
employees’ share of their health insurance
benefits.

photo by Dave Finley
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Please
Remember:
It is illegal to use
fireworks in the
City of Goodyear.
Violators will be
charged with
a Class 3
misdemeanor.

As with any city budget, this plan isn’t
perfect. But it makes the most of the
current economic situation and
does a good job of balancing the
quality services our residents
demand with the cost of
providing them, while
always considering
the taxpayers who
ultimately pay
the bill.
Georgia Lord

Council meetings
and work sessions are
held at the Justice Center,
at 185 N. 145th Ave. Visit
www.goodyearaz.gov for all
Gary Gelzer, Sheri Lauritano, Vice Mayor Joanne Osborne,
public meeting schedules and
Mayor Georgia Lord, Joe Pizzillo, Wally Campbell, Bill Stipp
to watch Council meetings.

City Council Calendar
Monday, June 11
Work Session – 5 p.m.
Monday, June 11
Regular Meeting – 6 p.m.
Monday, June 18
Work Session – 5 p.m.

Monday, June 25
Work Session – 5 p.m.
Monday, June 25
Regular Meeting – 6 p.m.
Monday, July 9
Work Session – 5 p.m.

Monday, July 9
Regular Meeting – 6 p.m.
Special Meeting
immediately following
Monday, August 20
Regular Meeting – 6 p.m.

Declining Home Values
Force Tough Budget Decisions

Signs of economic recovery are everywhere. Employers are hiring. Businesses are
opening. And people are spending. Things are looking up in all sectors except in the
area of property values.

Actually, home sales and building permits are starting to rebound. But property values have
not caught up, causing problems for cities working to manage revenues needed to pay city
bonds. The continued drop in values is to blame for a small increase in Goodyear’s property
tax rate needed to maintain current revenue that funds the borrowing costs on city debts.
The problem is the steep drop in assessed valuations. Goodyear property values were at their
highest in 2009, pegged at more than $1 billion. Today values total about $605 million, expected
to drop even further, to $577 million, by 2014. Also, the State Legislature raised the City’s property
tax rate paid by residents another 3%, shifting more of the tax burden from commercial to residential
property owners.
Unfortunately, city bond costs don’t drop when property values fall or state formulas change. In an
effort to partially shield taxpayers from declining values, the City did recently refinance its bond debt
saving $750 thousand in interest costs. But because property values keep falling, property tax rates still
have to be adjusted slightly to pay those bills.
Thanks to our bond refinancing strategy, we have been able to keep the cost to homeowners down to
about 54 cents a month. Even with this adjustment, the median residential property tax bill in Goodyear
still has dropped by almost half the amount it was in 2009, from $417 four years ago to $220 in the coming
fiscal year.
Certainly we must never stop working to keep all taxes as low as possible, but until property values begin
to climb, we’ll have to continue to work together to meet our obligations while minimizing the impact on
our residents.

Loop 303 South of I-10
Back in Line for Funding

A five mile segment of the planned Loop 303 freeway through one of
Goodyear’s emerging jobs corridors is back in line for funding thanks
to a decision by the regional council that governs freeway funding. Funding
for the new stretch would be available in 2021 under the approved plan
but before the decision by the Maricopa Association of Governments
Regional Council last month, the project was not in the budget at all.
“This is a huge victory in our effort to develop reliable, high paying
manufacturing jobs in Goodyear,” Mayor Georgia Lord said of the decision.
“Our employers in the corridor and those looking to come here will be
encouraged by this news,” she said.
The stretch of the Loop 303 would connect I-10 with MC 85 and provide a critical link
for new employers looking for better transportation connections in the area.
The money to build the new segment of freeway comes from Proposition 400 road
funds approved by Maricopa County voters in 2004.
Work is set to finish this fall on the portion of the Loop 303 that connects to I-10
on the north side of the interstate highway.

Fiscal Year 2012/13 Budget is Balanced

City Hall Merger Done to Smooth Way
for Business and Jobs in Goodyear

Departments responsible for economic development and community development will be merged to streamline
the City’s ability to help local businesses grow and new business open their doors.
In May, Interim City Manager Brian Dalke announced plans to merge the City’s Economic Development and
Community Development departments into a more efficient single department known as Development Services.
“We want the developer, the business, the contractor, and the architect to go to one place to have their questions
answered,” Dalke said. “Business and jobs are very important to this community and we want to continue to be
known as a city that is good to work with,” he added.

New Business, New Jobs
Coming to Goodyear
Entrepreneurs and corporations are choosing Goodyear
as place to do business and create jobs.

Mayor Georgia Lord (seated at the back,
right corner) hosts the Small Business
Roundtable where Goodyear business
owners can engage in discussions with
the Mayor, City Council members, and
the City Manager. For more information,
please contact Tina Daniels, Business
Advocate at tina.daniels@goodyearaz.gov
or 623-882-7874.
4

Since January 2011
7 - New manufacturing, data, or distribution companies
$250 million - Capital investment
800 - New jobs created
30 - New retail businesses
5 - New restaurants

Food Tax
Set to Drop for
Second Straight Year
For the second year in a row, the food tax in Goodyear
will drop under the new City budget plan that starts
July 1, 2012.
The tax will drop from 2.25% to
2%, reducing the cost to taxpayers
by about $13 on every $100 spent on
taxable groceries.
Last year’s budget included a similar quarter-cent
reduction that took effect January 1, 2012. The current
cut would take effect January 1, 2013.
The tentative budget was approved by the City Council on
May 22. Final approval of the tax cut is expected in June.
5

Goodyear
Drinking Water is Safe,

Tested Thousands of Times Each Year
Hundreds of tests, around-the-clock monitoring, modern treatment facilities and wells
that draw from groundwater deep below the surface combine to make sure your drinking
water in Goodyear is safe and clean.
In fact, the City’s water supply meets or exceeds federal and state standards in all areas of
quality and appearance. A breakdown of the testing program is included in this issue of INFOCUS.
The water that comes from your tap originates in underground pools as deep as 1,000 feet below
the surface, and is pumped from 10 wells around the community into modern treatment plants
using the latest technology to provide the cleanest and safest water possible.

Safety in Numbers
4,000+ Water Quality Tests Each Year
150+ Around-the-Clock Monitoring Wells
4 Modern Water Treatment Plants

Each year, City of Goodyear water quality experts conduct more than
4,000 tests checking for contaminants and quality, responding to
anything unusual in the results. That’s an average of almost 11 tests
per day!
The City also is host to 150+ monitoring wells that make sure our
groundwater is not impacted by pollution left by manufacturing
companies working in our area many years ago.
All of these measures help ensure a reliable supply of safe drinking
water for you and your family, a commitment that is and always will
be a top priority for the City.

Summertime
Fun

at Goodyear
Swimming Pool
Goodyear Swimming Pool
430 E. Loma Linda Blvd.
(south of Van Buren Street,
east of Litchfield Road)
Pool Office: 623-932-4809

Open Swim Hours
May 26 – September 3
Monday – Friday: 1 to 4 p.m.
and 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays: 2 to 8 p.m.
Swim hours may change due to events or
weather conditions. Please check the
website or call 623-882-7525 for swim times.
See pool schedule at goodyearaz.gov/rec.
Open Swim Daily Price
$1.50 per person, ages 3 and under are free
Open Swim Pass
May 26 – September 3; hours vary.
See pool schedule online.
Individual Pass: $25 ($30 non-resident)
Family Pass: $50 ($60 non-resident)
www.goodyearaz.gov/rec
Join us at the pool for Saturday
Family Fun Nights in July
6

Goodyear Water Customers
Have Three Months
to Appeal Sewer Rate
You are a Goodyear customer if you live south of I-10
Goodyear bases its estimate of your household’s monthly
sewer usage upon your average monthly water consumption
during the winter – typically the lowest water usage months
of the year. The average monthly water usage during January,
February, and March is your Winter Quarter Average (WQA).
Each May, your sewer bill is adjusted based upon that average.
The average is the maximum you will be charged monthly
from May 2012 through April 2013. If any month’s water
consumption is lower than your WQA, your sewer bill will
be calculated using the lower sewer usage that month. If your
monthly water consumption is higher than your WQA, your
sewer usage will still be based on the WQA and could save
you money.
The City will only consider a rate adjustment if your monthly
water usage is over the minimum monthly usage for your
household size. The City assumes an average usage of 80
gallons of water per person, per day. You have from June 1
to August 31 to file an appeal.
A Sewer Fee Adjustment Self-Audit Form is available at www.
goodyearaz.gov or by visiting City Hall at 190 N. Litchfield Rd.
Mail the completed form to: City of Goodyear, Attn: Sewer
Rate Appeal, P.O. Box 5100, Goodyear, AZ 85338. The City
will mail a decision to you within 30 business days. For more
information, call 623-932-3015.

City of Goodyear
Water Quality Report 2011
Continuing Our Commitment to Water Quality
Goodyear residents north of I-10 receive water from Liberty Water Company and receive a Water Quality Report from them.

The City of Goodyear is proud to present its annual water quality report.
This edition covers all testing completed in 2011. Please see the chart on the
next page which shows all test results.
We have dedicated ourselves to producing and providing quality drinking
water that meets or exceeds all regulatory requirements for our customers
south of I-10. The City of Goodyear
vigilantly safeguards its water supplies
and once again is proud to report that
our compliance with all state and
federal drinking water regulations
continues to remain exemplary.
The City of Goodyear Public
Water System is in compliance
for a sanitary survey performed in
2011. A sanitary survey is an on-site
review of a public water system’s
water source, facilities, equipment,
operation, and maintenance. Surveys
point out sanitary deficiencies and assess
a system’s capability to supply safe drinking
water. A federally mandated review, sanitary
survey lowers the risk of waterborne disease
and identifies systems that require technical or
capacity development. Eight areas are evaluated
for compliance with state requirements: water
sources; treatment; finished water storage; pumps,
pump facilities; distribution systems and controls;
monitoring, reporting and data verification; water
system management and operations; and operators.
We are continually striving to adopt innovative
improvement methods for delivering the best quality
drinking water to your tap in the most cost-effective
manner. As new challenges arise, we will remain vigilant
in providing quality drinking water at an affordable price,
protecting source water, conserving treated water, and
educating the community, while continuing to serve the
needs of all the water customers of the City of Goodyear.

Action Level:
The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or
other requirements which a water system must follow.
MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level):
The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set
as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.
MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal):
The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known
or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
MRDL (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level):
The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing
evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial
contaminants.

MRDLG (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal):
The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known
or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use
of disinfectants to control microbial contamination.
n/a: not applicable
n/d: not detected
pCi/l (picocuries per liter)
ppb (parts per billion):
One part substance per billion parts water (or micrograms per liter).
ppm (parts per million):
One part substance per million parts water (or milligrams per liter).

Important Health Information
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can
pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals
or from human activity.
To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) prescribes
regulations limiting the amount of certain contaminants
in water provided by public water systems.
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably
be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. Some
people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking
water than the general population. Immuno-compromised
persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants,
people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders,
some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from
infections. These people should seek advice about drinking
water from their health care providers.
For more information about contaminants and potential
health effects, or for a copy of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen
the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants, call EPA Safe Water Drinking
Hotline at 800-426-4791.
Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
• Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, 		
which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
• Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which
can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.
• Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety
of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff,
and residential uses.
• Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are byproducts of
industrial processes and petroleum production, and can
also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff,
and septic systems.
• Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturallyoccurring or the result of oil and gas production and
mining activities.

10 Ways to Hold Down
Your Maximum Use

Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 ppm is a health
risk for infants of less than six months of age. High nitrate
levels in drinking water can cause blue baby syndrome.
Nitrate levels may rise quickly for short periods of time
because of rainfall or agricultural activity. If you are caring
for an infant, you should ask for advice from your health
care provider.
While your drinking water meets EPA’s standard for
arsenic, it does contain low levels of arsenic. EPA’s standard
balances the current understanding of arsenic’s possible
health effects against the costs of removing arsenic from
drinking water. EPA continues to research the health effects
of low levels of arsenic, which is a mineral known to cause
cancer in humans at high concentrations and is linked
to other health effects such as skin damage and
circulatory problems.
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health
problems, especially for pregnant women and young
children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials
and components associated with service lines and home
plumbing. The City of Goodyear is responsible for providing
high quality drinking water, but cannot control the materials
used in plumbing components. When your water has been
sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for
lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to two
minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you
are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to
have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize
exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

The Source of Your Water
The City of Goodyear’s drinking water source is 100%
groundwater. The City has production wells, storage
facilities, and pressure booster stations. The underground
aquifer from which the City receives its water is called the
West Salt Valley Sub-Basin. The City of Goodyear also
purchases groundwater from Liberty Water Company, which
draws from the same West Salt Valley Sub-Basin aquifer.
The aquifer’s depth ranges from 100 to 1,000 feet from the
surface. With 10 well sites (four of which include storage
tanks) and five booster stations, Goodyear’s operating
system has a storage capacity of 11.1 million gallons.
For more information about
this report, please contact the
City of Goodyear Public Works
Department at 623-932-3010
Para español: 623-882-7511
P.O. Box 5100
Goodyear, AZ 85338

Help Desert Dan

Hold Down
Maximum Use
Below 10 Million
Gallons Per Day

When the temperature rises, water use does too. Reducing
Maximum Usage from over 10 million gallons a day to 9.9
million gallons a day in 2010 helped the City save enough
water to serve 610 households for a year. In the dry summer
of 2011, the Maximum Daily Usage reached 10.5 million
gallons. With help from residents, we can hold it below
10 million gallons again in 2012.
Why it matters
Everyone expects to have water whenever they want it.
It’s the City’s job to build and maintain a water system
large enough to deliver that water, even when demands are
highest. We use half as much water during the winter as we
do in the summer, but the City water system must still be
capable of handling high summer demands. By holding down
maximum use, water customers help postpone expanding
the water systems that supply, treat and distribute water.
Holding down maximum use also keeps operating costs
lower, which helps keep water rate increases to a minimum.
Customers pay the same price for a gallon of water,
whether it’s delivered in January or July. However, the
total cost to pump, treat, and deliver a gallon of water
pumped in the summer rises to as much as double the
cost in the winter. The City uses its least expensive supplies
whenever it can. When demand rises, the City must use water
supplies that cost more to treat. Holding down maximum use
holds down the number of expensive gallons of water the City
needs to buy and deliver.
Water supplies are becoming more expensive.
Competition for this scarce resource in
the arid southwest will keep costs rising.
When you avoid using that extra gallon
of water when demand is highest,
the City can avoid buying additional
costly water.
Desert Dan asks you to do
your part to save water
and help keep rates down.
Use water efficiently
to hold the City’s
maximum use below
10 million gallons per
day this summer.

1. Water in cool morning hours.
2. Water only in calm conditions.
3. Avoid watering plants too frequently. See the schedule
printed on your water bill or pick one up at City Hall
or Public Works Administration Building.
4. Turn off your sprinklers and drip system when we get 		
more than 1/2” of rain. Rainfall varies. Pick up a free rain
gauge at City Hall or Public Works Administration
Building to measure it.
5. Shorten showers. Make a tub bath an occasional treat.
6. Wash only full loads of clothes in your washing machine.
Do the same for dishes.
7. Refrigerate water for drinking. Pour directly from pitcher
instead of running the faucet water until it runs cold.
8. Fix drips and running toilets promptly.
9. Use water your pets don’t drink to water plants.
10. Turn off faucets while brushing your teeth.
Rain gauges, more tips,
and more resources
on how to use water
efficiently are available
at Goodyear City Hall
(190 N. Litchfield Rd.),
Public Works Building
(4980 S. 157th Ave.),
and www.goodyearaz.
gov/h2o365.

Water Deeply,
Not Often
Protect your plants from the high winds and
extreme arid conditions of summer: water
deeply so water penetrates to deep roots in order
to provide firmer bases. Short, shallow watering
increases evaporation loss.

How deep is “deep enough”?
“Deep enough” is the depth of established strong root systems.
Bermuda and other perennial grasses
Vegetable and annual flowers
Shrubs
Trees

10”-12” below surface
10”-12” below surface
18”-24” below surface
24”-36” below surface

How long will this watering take?
It depends on your soil conditions. Check them with a metal dowel or soil probe.
Water half the length of your usual watering. Then, stick the probe in the ground as
far as it will easily go. Measure how far it went in. If it is not as far in as recommended,
water again until it penetrates to that distance. Use this watering time for all watering
sessions throughout the year – the roots don’t move up and down through the year.
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Speed Cushions
Aim to Slow Traffic

in North Subdivision Neighborhood
Motorists driving through Goodyear’s North Subdivision neighborhood will need to
slow down as they maneuver a series of twelve speed cushions now in place along
Manzanita Drive, Palo Verde Drive, Via Villa Street, and Central Avenue. The speed
cushions were installed in late May. They were approved by the Mayor and City Council
last November.
Speed cushions are wider and longer than speed humps and are built in a series of three as
a way to slow traffic on a longer stretch of roadway. They are built from asphalt and are
permanent additions to the street.
North Subdivision Neighborhood Alliance President Chuck Watson helped win approval for the
cushions after residents became concerned about motorists driving fast through the neighborhood.
The speed cushions cost $45,000. They were
approved after traffic studies confirmed average
traffic speeds higher than posted limits.

“Our children will be safer crossing our streets,” according
to Chuck Watson, President of the North Subdivision
Neighborhood Alliance.

Water Safety Tips

Simple Steps Save Lives
Stay close. Stay alert. Always watch children in and near the pool.
• Always keep your eyes on your child when he or she is in or near water.
• During gatherings, designate an adult whose job it is to watch the children.
• Keep a phone near the pool or spa.
• If a child is missing, check the pool or spa FIRST.
• Keep children away from drains, pipes, and other
openings where they could become trapped.
Learn and practice water safety skills.
• Learn to swim. Visit goodyearaz.gov/rec for classes.
• Teach your child to swim or enroll them in classes.
• Learn CPR for children and adults; practice often.
• Learn lifesaving basics to help in an emergency.
Have the right gear on hand near the pool or spa.
• Install a four-foot or taller fence around the pool
and spa. Use self-closing and self-latching gates.
Ask your neighbors to do the same for their pools.
• Install and use a lockable spa safety cover.
• Install and use alarms on all doors and windows
that open to the pool area. Install and use pool
and gate alarms.
• Make sure the pool and spa have safe drain
covers that will not trap a child.
Find more tips at www.poolsafely.gov
12

Goodyear Citizen
Earns Lifesaver Award
Goodyear resident Thomas Boyer shows off his
Lifesaver Award given by the Goodyear Fire
Department for his quick thinking and swift action
in saving the life of Maria Wiseman in February.
Boyer, a maintenance foreman at Paseo Apartments
on PebbleCreek Parkway in Goodyear, was in
Wiseman’s apartment fixing her air-conditioning
unit when he administered
the Heimlich maneuver twice
as she was choking on a water
bottle cap in her kitchen. The
award recognizes Boyer for
his heroic action and reminds
us all of the importance of
taking the time to learn lifesaving skills.

ASU Students
Map Goodyear

Save Taxpayers Thousands
Before you build a birdhouse, you sketch a plan. Before
you plant a garden, you make a plan. Before we decide
the future of City zoning, land use, roads, parks and
critical services, we definitely need a plan.
That’s the goal of a joint effort between Goodyear and
ASU’s School of Geographical Sciences and Urban
Planning in developing the latest “Existing Conditions
Report,” a blueprint that will give residents and planners
the information they need to decide our future.
The report, in its final review, is months in the making.
When complete, it will provide current information on
everything from land use and population trends to
economic development plans and the state of police
and fire services. It will help guide us when we update
our General Plan, due to go before voters in November
2014, and serve as a starting point for upcoming
discussions on the City’s Parks and Transportation
Master Plans.
The plan itself is unique in that students logged more
than 4,100 hours compiling the report, giving them
valuable urban planning experience while saving
Goodyear taxpayers thousands of dollars.

New Youth
Commissioners
Take Office

Four Goodyear students are the newest members of the City’s
Youth Commission, taking the oath of office at a Council
meeting in May and pledging to work on issues important
to local kids and their families.
Carson Ferrall, 13, Nicholas Acciardo, 14, Wendy Pappenfus,
16, and Frank Garcia, 17, join four students already on the
Commission and begin work immediately on several initiatives,
including the group’s Project Five public service campaign
encouraging kids to get involved in the community. The
Commission also is offering comment on the City’s Parks
Master Plan and Public Art programs.
Olivia Shaw, 15, Victoria James, 16, Kabria Nelson, 17, and
Grant Gajkowski, 17, will continue to serve on the Commission.
The Commission meets once a month and also participates
in Commission-sponsored events and activities year-round.
Even with the new commissioners, a few seats remain
unfilled. Students interested in serving can apply by visiting
www.goodyearaz.gov/youthcommission. Applicants must be
between 13 and 18 years old and live in Goodyear.
Back row: Vice Mayor
Joanne Osborne,
Mayor Georgia Lord,
Council members Gary
Gelzer, Bill Stipp, Joe Pizzillo,
Sheri Lauritano, and Wally
Campbell. Front row: new
Youth Commissioners
Carson Ferrall, Nicholas
Acciardo, Wendy Pappenfus,
and Frank Garcia.

Go to www.goodyearaz.gov/goodyear2025 to read
the report online.

Lifeguard Training
at Goodyear Pool
Goodyear Aquatics Staff are learning
basic lifesaving skills at Lifeguard Training
classes. Staff participate in drills with the
Goodyear Fire Department and are		
taught by Goodyear Police how to
respond in emergency situations.
Visit www.goodyearaz.gov/rec

City of Goodyear
Boards, Commissions,
and Committees
Seeking Members

If you’ve ever wanted to become involved in local
government, consider filling out an online application
to serve on one of the City’s many boards, commissions or
committees. You may be interested in the arts, neighborhood
safety, crisis response, graffiti control, working with youth
groups, holiday and seasonal events, or having a hand in the
ever-changing vision for the community.
Go to www.goodyearaz.gov and click the link for the “Boards and
Commissions Application Form” page. Applications are accepted
throughout the year. Just let us know about your areas of interest, fill
out and submit the form, and join the many citizens who contribute their
time and talents to making Goodyear the wonderful city it is.
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Goodyear Spring Training
Fans Set Ballpark Records

Spring training baseball fans set several records for attendance and spending at
Goodyear Ballpark in March. More than 136 thousand fans came to see the Cleveland
Indians and the Cincinnati Reds battle their Cactus League rivals in pre-season play,
setting new ballpark records in ticket sales and attendance.
While they were there, those same fans spent more on concessions and souvenirs. The
sale of ballpark food was up 20% compared to last year, and the Team Shop saw sales climb
24%. Overall, gross revenue for the 2012 spring training season was up 22%, or $800 thousand
over last year’s total.
“Our fan experience is second to none,” said Nathan Torres, Interim Parks and Recreation Director.
“Goodyear Ballpark is starting to catch on with spring training baseball fans across the community
and the region,” he said.

Library Events
June 2012

Cowboy
Codey
Sez: “Be
a Good
Neighbor”

Summer Reading Program 2012
Now through July.
City Hall, Room 117, 190 N. Litchfield Rd.
We’re celebrating the 2012 Summer Reading
Program, Our State, Our Story, with fun crafts
and activities for children of all ages.
No Longer Together
Musical Performance Teen Program
Friday, June 15 at 11 a.m.
Goodyear Justice Center, 185 N. 145th Ave.
The unique sound of this Alternative Rock
band from Scottsdale features dual lead and harmony vocals from brother
and sister Robert and Katie. The band’s live sound is full and appealing.
Arizona Rick, the Magical Balloon-Making Cowboy
Friday, June 22 at 10 a.m.
Goodyear Justice Center, 185 N. 145th Ave.
Arizona Rick plays games, does a little magic, but mostly tells stories
using fantastic balloon creations. To honor Arizona’s Centennial, Rick’s
storytelling focus will be There Was a Coyote Who Swallowed a Flea! by the
award-winning children’s author Jennifer Ward. Sponsored by the New
Friends of the Goodyear Branch Library.

Goodyear Ballpark Topped
All Previous Records in 2012
Total Attendance – 136,898
Ticket Revenue – $1.9 million – Up 24%
Concession Sales – $1.16 million – Up 20%
Sponsorship Sales – $392,175 – Up 20%
Total Gross Revenue – $4.36 million – Up 22%

Book Discussion Group for Adults
Monday, June 25 at 1 p.m.
City Hall, Room 117, 190 N. Litchfield Rd.
Stop by the library for copies of the selections. Bring your lunch.
Houston Johnson, age 4, gives Cleveland Indians players
high-fives after tossing the first pitch at Goodyear Ballpark
on March 25th

Ventriloquist Jerry Layne
Friday, June 29 at 10 a.m.
Goodyear Justice Center, 185 N. 145th Ave.
Join master ventriloquist Jerry Layne and his unforgettable cast of puppet
characters for a special Arizona Summer Reading performance!

The City of Goodyear needs the help of every
citizen to maintain our community with pride.
So, remember to obey the City codes and
“Be a Good Neighbor.”
Some things that you can do to help maintain
a neat and clean neighborhood:
• Keep your garbage and recyclables in the
containers provided by the City, with the
lids closed.
• Store your garbage and recycling containers
out of view of the street, except between
6 a.m. and 6 p.m. on your collection day.
• Keep your grass mowed and weeds pulled.
• Keep your pool clean. Complaints for green
pools should be sent to Maricopa County
Environmental Services. You can contact
them at 602-506-0700.
By doing a little, it helps a lot!
For more information about Goodyear City
Code, visit www.goodyearaz.gov and click on
the Government button for City Code, or
click the Residents button for Codes Most
Violated.

Goodyear Ballpark Busy All Year
Ever wonder what happens at Goodyear Ballpark after the Cleveland
Indians and Cincinnati Reds leave town? Thousands of Goodyear
residents use the facility year round for high school graduations,
Little League games and other non-baseball events.
In fact, the ballpark is used more each year as community groups
and organizations discover the venue as the perfect place for events,
meetings and celebrations. Revenue from events is expected to
continue steady growth again this fiscal year, which ends June 30.

Goodyear Ballpark
1933 S. Ballpark Way
(Estrella Parkway,
south of Yuma Road)

Goodyear Ballpark’s
mascot, Zizzy, is
available to appear
and entertain guests
of all ages at your
special event. For
more information,
call 623-882-3120.
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Growth in Ballpark Use (not including Spring Training)
Year
Events
Event Days
Revenue
2009
18
153
$44,000
2010
38
428
$200,000
2011
46
590
$250,000
June 20 – August 29 Arizona League (Reds and Indians)
at 7 p.m., Reds and Indians Development Complexes
June 22 – July 6 USA Baseball Tournament (all day)
at the Reds and Indians Development Complexes
July 4 Star Spangled 4th Celebration from 6 to 10 p.m.
July 13 Movie in the Ballpark (Rango rated PG) at 7:30 p.m.
For more information, please visit goodyearaz.gov/ballpark or call
623-882-3120.

Volunteer
Appreciation
Goodyear’s Fifth Annual Volunteer
Appreciation Celebration was held in
April, honoring the many men, women,
and young people who give their time
and talents to the City. The 1950sthemed event included a thank-you
program, prizes, contests, and a presentation highlighting the
fine work and many contributions of our volunteers.
Since April of last year, more than 900 residents have served as
volunteers, contributing 22,085 hours of service, which saved the City
of Goodyear $471,736.
Volunteers spend their time helping out at the ballpark during Spring Training,
lending a hand during special events, serving as coaches, becoming members of
the Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS), sitting on committees and commissions,
and working in City offices. Many outside organizations team up with the City for
special projects, including churches, businesses, schools, and civic groups. Goodyear’s
volunteers are dedicated, energetic, crucial members of the City’s team.
15

“Follow” and “Like” the City
on YouTube, Facebook,
and Twitter

Go to Facebook and Twitter
and enter “GoodyearAZGov”
to “Follow” or “Like” the City
of Goodyear. To see the City’s
latest videos, go to YouTube.com
and enter CityofGoodyearAZ.
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Michael Leone
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Make a

Clean Air Plan

Along with hot temperatures, summertime
also brings ground level ozone pollution,
which is tough on your lungs and a real deal
breaker when planning outdoor activities.
Make a plan to avoid these dangerous pollutants.
• Be air aware – Sign up for high pollution advisory and
health watch notices at www.CleanAirMakeMore.com.
• Take action – Incorporate small, simple pollution
prevention actions into your every day routine.
• When pollution levels rise, avoid strenuous activities outside.
• Do your best to avoid adding to the pollution mix.

With your help, we can all make more clean air. Please visit
www.CleanAirMakeMore.com to learn more.

Rods & Rails Fest Thanks

The City of Goodyear would like to thank the following businesses
and persons that contributed to making the Rods & Rails Fest held
April 21 a great success:
Freddy’s
Arriba Mexican Grill
McDonald’s
Barro’s Pizza
NYPD Pizza
Caballero’s
P.F. Changs
Charlie Miller
Raul & Theresa’s
Chick-Fil-A
Walmart
Costco Wholesale
Whiskey Ranch BBQ
Enchanted Island Amusement Park

Planning an Event?

190 N. Litchfield Rd.
623-932-3910
www.goodyearaz.gov

If you are planning a Block Party or other
event that requires a City of Goodyear
Special Event Application, please submit the
application a minimum of 21 days in advance
of your event. Applications are available at:
www.goodyearaz.gov/forms.aspx?FID=128.

Holiday Schedule
Independence Day
Wednesday, July 4
City Offices Closed
Sanitation Collection: Container
collection service for each zone will
be shifted to one day later than your
normal collection day following
Wednesday, July 4, Independence Day.
There will be NO BULK COLLECTION
service provided on Wednesday, July 4,
Independence Day. If your designated
day falls on this holiday, your bulk trash
will be collected two weeks later on the
next regular designated pickup day for
your zone.
Visit www.goodyearaz.gov for more
information, or call Goodyear Public
Works Department at 623-932-3010.

