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to Goodyear City Hall

Saturday, June 5 from 8 a.m. to Noon

Goodyear residents are invited to take part in a Household Hazardous Waste Event
on Saturday, June 5 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Items will be collected at Goodyear City Hall,
190 N. Litchfield Road (southwest corner of Van Buren Street). There is no charge;
however, Goodyear residents will be required
to provide proof of residency, such as a recent
utility bill or driver’s license. This event is for
residential hazardous waste only. Commercial
waste will not be accepted. Please transport
materials in a cardboard box in the trunk or
truck bed of vehicles.
Acceptable items include:
Electronics: TVs, cell phones, VCRs, computers
Lawn chemicals: pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers
Home repair chemicals: paint, thinners, solvents, adhesives
Automotive liquids: motor oil, antifreeze, car batteries, gasoline
Up to 5 passenger-type tires (no wheels or rims and no truck tires)
Household items: batteries, poisons, pool chemicals, fire extinguishers
Items NOT accepted include large truck tires, passenger tires with rims, 55-gallon drums of waste,
air conditioners, appliances, ammunition, biological and medical waste, glass, metals, plastics, water heaters.
For a full list of acceptable and unacceptable items, visit www.goodyearaz.gov/hazmat or call the City of
Goodyear Sanitation Hotline at 623-932-3010.

Holiday Schedule
Memorial Day – Monday, May 31 – City Offices Closed
Independence Day – Monday, July 5 – City Offices Closed
Sanitation Collection: Container collection service for each zone will be
shifted to one day later than your normal collection day following Monday,
May 31, Memorial Day and Monday, July 5, Independence Day Observed.
There will be no bulk collection service provided on Monday, May 31, Memorial
Day or Monday, July 5, Independence Day Observed.

Digital Billboard Public Hearing
Monday, May 24 at 6 p.m.

Digital billboards may soon become one of Goodyear’s advertising tools and generate additional revenue for the
City, as well. The Citizen Budget Committee recently suggested that the City Council adopt a proposal to allow
digital billboards to be built on one or more City-owned properties. Two digital billboards were recently installed
along Loop 101 on property owned by the city of Glendale near Glendale and Northern avenues. American
Outdoor Advertising paid Glendale $500,000 to put up its two digital billboards near Loop 101, and makes
monthly rental payments of $10,000 to that city.
Possible sites in Goodyear for the proposed billboards, which could stand as high as 80 feet and change ads
every 10 seconds, include:
• 12.4 acres near the future Park and Ride facility, north of I-10 and west of Dysart Road, surrounded by
commercial development and no residential properties
• 3.5 acres behind the Ramada Inn near a water storage tank, south of I-10 and west of Dysart Road
• 10.6 acres near Bullard Wash, south of I-10 and west of Bullard Avenue
Before the matter goes to City Council for approval, local residents and businesses are encouraged to
attend a public meeting at 6 p.m. on Monday, May 24 at the Goodyear Justice Center, 185 N. 145th Ave.
on the south side of Van Buren Street, which will include a presentation and Q&A period.

Council

Household Hazardous Waste

As many INFOCUS readers are aware, fairly
strong and opposing views were expressed
by me, the city manager, and council
members during a recent council
meeting. Specific exchanges were
reported in the local newspapers
with emphasis on the straight forward
dialogue as the newspapers don’t have
the print space to cover meetings in
detail. As a result, our citizens only get
a part of the story. If a person were to read
the newspaper accounts of the recent meeting, that person
would believe that the mayor had a much different opinion
on the budget than a majority of council and city manager.
The reader would be right. But there is a much more
fundamental difference which underlies the more readily
apparent differences expressed through budget opinions
and relationships.
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We differ on the fundamental questions regarding the role
and responsibility of elected officials at the local level of
government. We interpret our charter (a municipality’s
constitution) and ordinances regarding mayor and council
duties and responsibilities differently. And with entirely
different results. Which approach is best? You are the final
judge of that question. It is however, important that you know
how your mayor and council members approach their duty.
I want you to know how I believe we should approach our
responsibility, but INFOCUS is not the place. The purpose
of this publication is to provide information about current
City events and guidance for City services. So, therefore,
I have decided to get serious about blogging, Facebook, and my
personal website. I have already started to describe in a series
of blogs how I regard my responsibility as your mayor and how
I wish to carry out that responsibility in helping shape a future
Goodyear. Whether you agree or disagree with my beliefs,
you will be able to respond with your view as well. Neither
transparency nor honesty will be victimized in this process.

Sheri Lauritano

Joins Goodyear City Council
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Keeping Goodyear’s historic areas
in good condition requires money,
and the City makes every effort
to acquire all available funding for
renewal and other improvement
projects.

Goodyear submits funding requests
to Maricopa County through the
Community Development Advisory
Committee (CDAC), and CDAC makes
recommendations for how Community Development
Block Grants should be used. Goodyear has been
represented by a councilmember on CDAC for the past
20 years, a position in which I am honored to currently
hold. CDBG monies are federal funds that can be used
only on qualified neighborhood revitalization projects.
CDBGs are administered by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and distributed
by the County.
This year, CDAC recommended that Goodyear receive
$228,000 for improvements to Palmateer and Parque
de Paz parks. The County Board of Supervisors will
consider this request for approval at its May meeting.
CDAC also distributes HOME federal block grant funds
to rehabilitate single-family homes in Goodyear and create
affordable housing options. So far, Goodyear has received
more than $2.2 million in CDBG and HOME funding, and
more than $2.3 million for infrastructure improvement
projects. CDBG investments are critical to fund
unbudgeted projects that are needed to continue the
renewal of our historic areas.
This year, CDAC has been responsible for Neighborhood
Stabilization Funds (NSP) for low-income retired individuals
and for street improvements funded by the Small Cities
Transportation Systems Program (SCTAP). In the future,
Goodyear may be eligible for these funds.

Goodyear
City Council

Goodyear welcomes Sheri M. Lauritano, the newest
member of the City Council. Lauritano has served
Council
on the City of Goodyear’s Planning and Zoning
meetings
Commission and the City Center Committee.
and work
sessions are
Council appointed Lauritano to serve the
held at the
remainder of Rob Antoniak’s term which
Justice Center,
expires June 2011. Lauritano lives in Estrella
at 185 N. 145th Ave.
with her husband and children. Currently
Visit goodyearaz.gov
Joe Pizzillo, Frank Cavaliere, Vice Mayor Georgia Lord, Mayor
for meeting schedules
a partner in Bain & Lauritano, PLC, she
Jim Cavanaugh, Dick Sousa, Joanne Osborne, and Sheri Lauritano
and
to
watch
meetings.
has practiced law since 1994 specializing
in criminal and family law. She received
Goodyear City Council Calendar
her B.A. in Political Science from
Monday, May 24
Monday, June 21
Monday,
May 10
the University of Arizona and
Regular Meeting – 6 p.m. Work Session – 5 p.m.
Work Session – 5 p.m.
her law degree from Gonzaga
University School of Law.
Monday, June 7
Monday, June 28
Monday, May 10
Lauritano is a former
Work Session – 5 p.m.
Regular Meeting – 6 p.m.
Regular Meeting – 6 p.m.
prosecutor with the
Monday, June 14
Monday, July 12
Monday, May 17
City of Phoenix.
Regular Meeting – 6 p.m. Regular Meeting – 6 p.m.
Work Session – 5 p.m.

City Manager Thanks

Citizen Budget Committee
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In these tough economic times, we have had to scrutinize our spending to find all the
savings possible and to look at ways of raising new revenues. To help us with that
endeavor, the City Council formed a Citizens Budget Committee. The Committee,
consisting of 26 members, began meeting in January and met 13 times before coming up
with 27 recommendations on ways to help the City balance the budget. This committee
worked very hard, doing much homework between meetings and really challenging City
staff to look at our financials in new ways. I’d like to personally thank these dedicated
citizens for all of their efforts and for showing such an interest in their city government:
Barry Hamp
Joan Schield
Terri Lukshaitis
Kevin Bates
na
ge
Greg
Hansen
Edwin Smith
Scott
Mikes
Howard
Brodbeck
r Jo
hn
Joshua
Hong
Monica Stigler
Fischb
Evelyn
Nelson
Lulut
Clow
ach
D. Lynn Idleman
William Stipp
Alfred Osorio
Marvin Feir
Charles Kagan
Kathryn Wallinger
Josh Papworth
Gary Gelzer
Michael Keyack
Larry Price
Anthony Gerakos
Arthur Lewis
Charles Rothacker
Rayne Gray
Committee member Michael Keyack presented the Committee’s final report to the City Council on
April 28. On May 3rd, City staff presented how we are incorporating the Committee’s suggestions into
our FY 10/11 budget. You can watch videos of these meetings by going to www.goodyearaz.gov/media.
The final budget will be presented on May 10 at 6 p.m. You are welcome to attend the meeting at the
Justice Court, 185 N. 145th Ave. or watch it live or on demand on your computer.

Centennial Project Fundraising Events

Goodyear’s State Centennial Committee has been hard at work considering projects that would be
appropriate to celebrate Arizona’s Centennial in February 2012. After evaluating many projects, the
committee has decided to take on the renovation of the Litchfield Station train depot which was originally
located at MC 85 and Litchfield Road in Goodyear. It has since been moved temporarily to Goodyear’s
Wastewater Treatment Plant until a final site is determined.
To raise money to eventually move the depot and renovate it to its original condition, the committee needs
to hold several fundraising events over the next two years. They need your input as to the events you would
be most likely to support. Please go to Goodyear’s website – www.goodyearaz.gov – and vote for all of the
following events that you would consider attending. The events under consideration are:
• Centennial Parade, ending with a BBQ
• Centennial Dance, with Silent Auction
• Father and Daughter Dance
• Mother and Daughter Tea in May
(around Mother’s Day 2011)
• Classic Car Show and BBQ
• Family-Oriented Silent Auction and Dinner
• Golf Tournament
• 50/50 Raffle (during Spring Training)
• Book Fair and Author Book Signing Event
(several authors at this event)
• Black Tie and Sneaker Dinner Dance
• Decorated Golf Cart Parade
• Local Talent Show
• Square Dancing
The committee needs lots of help in
putting on the events. If you have any
interest in helping with any of the
events or fundraising in general,
please call 623-882-7906 or e-mail
amy.hingston@goodyearaz.gov.
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Budget
Transparency
Website
Transparency in Government Spending
is a new feature available online, where the
public can view financial information including
Annual Budgets from 2002 to present, the
Capital Improvement Program Five-Year Plan,
Comprehensive Annual Financial Reports,
Monthly Expenditures and Revenues, Grants
and Stimulus Funds (ARRA), and Salary
Ranges. From the Home Page, click on the
“Government” tab, then from the menu on
the left side of the screen, select “Transparency
in Government Spending,” or use the direct link
www.goodyearaz.gov/budget.

How Do You Want to Get INFOCUS in the Future?
As a cost-cutting measure, the Citizens Budget
Committee recommended eliminating the
mailing of INFOCUS and making it electronic
only. Currently, the City spends $3.00 a year
per household to print and mail the INFOCUS
to you. Each issue is also available online.
To try to determine how to reach the most
citizens possible with news on City programs
and issues and public meetings, we would like
you to tell us in which form you would
be MOST LIKELY to read the INFOCUS.

We must either e-mail to all households
or direct mail a printed copy to all households
so we can mail it at a bulk rate for only 14
cents a piece. We cannot e-mail to some
houses and direct mail to others because
that would raise our costs to $1.98 first
class mail for each issue we have to mail.

Census 2010

Door-to-Door Visits Began
May 1st for Homes Not
Mailing Census Forms
So far, Goodyear has the highest rate of
participation in the Southwest Valley –73%.
Still, 27% of households have not returned
their forms. Census workers, also known
as enumerators, will be following up with
households that did not return their
Census forms or did not completely
fill out the forms.
Census enumerators work in the
neighborhoods in which they live,
so the person who comes to your
door is likely to be someone from
your own neighborhood. They are
easily identified by a Census badge
which may or may not have their
picture. Enumerators will only ask
questions that are also on the Census
form. They will never ask for a social
security number or any financial
information. If no one is home when
an enumerator visits, they will come
back. An enumerator may make up
to six attempts to contact a resident.
Please cooperate, it is totally
confidential. For more information,
visit www.2010.Census.gov
or call 1-800-923-8282.

Please check only one below for you and only one for your spouse,
if you have a spouse. Then, please cut out and mail back by May 20
to: Goodyear City Hall, ATTN: INFOCUS Editor, 190 N. Litchfield Rd.,
Goodyear AZ, 85338. Thank you for your participation.
Me
Spouse
Most likely to read INFOCUS if mailed to me as a printed copy.
Me
Spouse
Most likely to read INFOCUS electronically online only if
e-mailed to me.
Me
Spouse
Most likely to read INFOCUS
electronically online without it being e-mailed.
Customer Service has e-mails for only 45% of our households.
Would you like us to have yours? If so:
Name
Address
e-mail

Housing Rehabilitation
Funds Available
for Historic Goodyear
and Northern Subdivision

The housing rehabilitation program provides federally-funded forgivable
loans of up to $50,000 to qualified homeowners for repairs and
replacements. Homeowners in the Historic Goodyear or Northern
Subdivisions neighborhoods who meet income qualifications may be
able to receive funding for home rehabilitation. Limited funds are
available and applications are reviewed on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Applications and additional information may be obtained on the
City’s website at www.goodyearaz.gov/housingrehab or at
the Community Development Department offices at
195 N. 145th Ave., Building D,
623-932-3005.

Community
Conversations:
Hunger, Homelessness
and Hope in the
Southwest Valley

Please join us for Community Conversations: Hunger,
Homelessness and Hope in the Southwest Valley, 6 to 9 p.m.,
Wednesday, May 12 at Goodyear City Hall, 190 N. Litchfield Rd.

Share your creativity, compassion, opinions and ideas. We need your
voice in this grassroots effort. The evening begins with speakers who
will share ideas, celebrate the many resources in our communities, and
bring an awareness of the gaps that currently exist. There will be open
discussion for sharing information and ideas.
By bringing together the information, people, and organizations that are right
here in our own communities, we can find ways to improve the quality of life for
those who are facing hunger and homelessness. The end of the evening, we hope,
will be the beginning of new dialogues and positive actions.

RSVP to LDillard@goodyearaz.gov or 623-882-7800.
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Home Irrigation Checkups
Can Help You Save Water

Last spring, 140 City water customers received free Home Irrigation Checkups.
Most were surprised to learn easy, painless ways to save water. By the end of January,
those water customers had together saved more than three million gallons of water.
Since receiving their checkups, the biggest users have seen savings on their water bills
of $1,600 to $2,000.
If your household used more than 30,000 gallons of water in any month between October
and April, you too, could save hundreds of dollars this year by signing up for a free Home
Irrigation Checkup and making a few of the simple changes suggested.
To sign up for a free Home Irrigation Checkup, fill out the
online application at www.goodyearaz.gov/h2o365, pick
up an application at the City Hall Finance window, or call
623-932-3010 to have an application mailed to your home.

Desert Dan

Congratulates City Water Savers

Goodyear’s water conservation hero, Desert Dan, congratulates everyone who turned off irrigation
systems and stopped watering during our winter rains. Those folks have helped reduce total water use
within the City’s water service area by 23 million gallons in the first three months of 2010 compared to
2009. “That’s a great start for the year. Keep it up!” Dan urges. “If you don’t have a rain gauge, pick up
a free one before the monsoon comes. Using it will tell you when you can skip watering.” They are
available FREE at City Hall, Public Works Administration, and at City events this summer.

Goodyear Celebrates

Drinking Water Week

The City of Goodyear and the American Water Works Association celebrate Drinking Water Week. When
it’s time for a drink, head to the sink. That’s where you’ll find clean, safe drinking water delivered from the
tap to the glass!
Drinking Water Week recognizes the importance of a safe, reliable water supply to the success and health
of our community. The water supply is often taken for granted until it’s threatened by drought, water main
breaks, or other system failures. Our water supply is more than a source of one of life’s most critical elements.
It also creates jobs, attracts industry and investment, and supports the health and welfare of citizens in ways
ranging from disease prevention to fire suppression.
Water is our most precious natural resource. Tap water is the perfect choice for drinking water. It’s safe,
reliable, and promotes conservation. So remember... when it’s time for a drink, head to the sink.

New Plantings? Water Well for Long Life

Plants need more water when first transplanted than after they reach maturity. They also
adjust to their new homes more quickly than you might expect. Use these rules to avoid
stimulating growth that is too fast and to allow roots to develop properly. Over-watered
trees can’t grow strong root systems and will topple over in high winds. Succulents like cacti
will rot if they get too much water. Over-watered grass can end up with mildew and algae.
How long should you water?
How long is long enough? When you can gently push a soil probe or length of rebar about
one foot into ground with grass, two feet around shrubs, and three feet around trees,
you’ve watered long enough. If you end up with water running off your landscaping and
into the street, try cutting the watering time in half and watering twice each watering day.
How often should you water after planting?
Desert-Adapted Plants Newly Seeded Bermuda Grass
Week 1 and 2: Every 3- 4 days		
First week: Every 6 hours
			
Second week: Every 12 hours
Week 3 and 4: Every 6 -7 days		
Every day
Week 5 and 6: Every 7-10 days		
Every 2 days
Week 7 and 8: Every 14 days		
Grass is established after eight weeks,
			
so water every three weeks through July
As plants and grass become established, decrease watering schedule. Shrubs take about a
year to become established. Trees take about two years. For more information, visit www.
goodyearaz.gov or pick up a free copy of Landscape Watering by the Numbers at City Hall.
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The Word on the Street. . .

Help Keep Our Stormwater System
Clean and Healthy

Stormwater helps supply our precious drinking water sources. As it flows over lawns, driveways, sidewalks and streets,
it picks up debris, dirt, chemicals, and other pollutants. Stormwater flows into a stormwater system. Anything that enters
the system is discharged untreated directly into bodies of water such as lakes, streams, wetlands, and reservoirs. These
bodies of water are our sources for drinking water and are used for recreation. Polluted runoff is the nation’s greatest
threat to clean water. The practice of healthy habits by homeowners and businesses can keep common pollutants like
pesticides, pet waste, grass clippings, automotive fluids, and chemicals off the ground and out of the stormwater system.
Your Property
• Locate the nearest storm drains and protect them from debris
and hazardous materials before beginning an outdoor project.
• Sweep up debris, rather than hosing down areas. Reduce yard
debris by composting and recycling.
• Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly.
• Don’t over water and let it run off into the storm drain.
• Pick up and properly dispose of waste when walking your pet.
• NEVER drain your pool or dump pool chemicals into the street. If you need to drain your pool and live south of I-10 in 		
Goodyear, you are a City of Goodyear water customer and must request a temporary permit by calling 623-932-3010.
If you live north of I-10, you are a Liberty Water customer and need to contact them at 623-935-9367.
Your Vehicles
• Never dump used antifreeze, oils, or other chemicals into storm drains, sewer systems, septic systems, streams or
other surface waters, or onto the ground. This violates both federal and state regulations.
• Use a commercial car wash or wash your car on a lawn or other unpaved surface to minimize the amount of dirty,
soapy water and prevent it from flowing into the storm drains.
• Check your vehicles, machinery, and equipment for leaks and spills. Make all repairs as soon as possible.
• Recycle used oil and other automotive fluids at participating service stations.
Your Home or Business
Fats, oils, and greases build up in sewer lines over time, restricting the capacity of the pipes. Eventually, the pipes can
become blocked, leading to overflows of sewage into streets, where it then enters the storm drain system. Sewage
backups and overflows can cause property damage, environmental problems and health hazards.
• Put baskets or strainers in sink drains to catch scraps and other solids, and empty them into the trash.
• Never pour grease down drains, or garbage disposals, into toilets, or onto the ground.
For more information, visit www.azstorm.org. To report a problem, call 623-932-1637,
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. After hours and weekends call 623-932-1220.

Volunteer
Appreciation

Goodyear’s Third Annual Volunteer
Appreciation Celebration on April 22, 2010
honored the many men, women and youngsters
who give of their time and talents to our City.
The event included a thank-you dinner, drawings
for prizes, and a presentation highlighting the fine
work and many contributions of our volunteers.
Since July of last year, more than 350 people have
volunteered about 23,000 hours with a value in
excess of $320,000. About half of the volunteer
time went to covering Goodyear Ballpark during
spring training and other events at the complex.
About 200 volunteers attended the celebration.
Goodyear’s volunteers are dedicated, energetic
members of the City’s team. They contribute
time and talent to every department, including Economic Development, Community
Development, Council and Mayor’s Office, Finance, Fire, Human Resources, Parks and
Recreation, Police, Engineering, Courts, and Public Works. Our volunteers help make
Goodyear a safe, vibrant, engaging place to live and work.
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Library Events

May/June 2010

Stories by Ranger Pat
Wednesday, May 12 at 3:30 p.m.
Goodyear Branch Library
250 N. Litchfield Rd., next to City Hall.
Join special storyteller Ranger Pat for
her amazing tales about Arizona
wildlife. Ages 4 and up.
Summer Reading Teen
Volunteer Orientation
Saturday, May 15 at 9 a.m.
Goodyear Branch Library
250 N. Litchfield Rd., next to City Hall.
The library needs volunteers, ages 13 -18, to
assist us with our summer reading program!
You must attend this orientation session
scheduled before the library opens to the
public this Saturday morning, or make alternate
arrangements with staff. Stop by the library to fill
out a volunteer application form before May 15.
Teddy Bear Picnic
Monday, May 24 at 10:30 a.m.
Loma Linda Community Center, 420 E. Loma Linda Blvd.
It’s a Teddy Bear Picnic for ages 3 to 5! Bring a picnic
blanket, your favorite teddy bear and join us for
a beary fun story time and a yummy snack.
Sound Waves
Monday, May 24 at 3 p.m.
City Hall, Room 117, 190 N. Litchfield Rd.
A shower of splashy stories and slobbery sounds for little
squirts this summer! Charlie Williams is the Noise Guy,
a vocal sound impressionist who can imitate bubbles and
flushes, splashes and slushes. See drippy stories come to life
out of his toy box. Learn to make water drips and drops and
participate in this noisy nautical nonsense! Ages 4 and up.
Book Discussion Group for Adults
Mondays, May 24, June 28, July 26 at 1 p.m.
City Hall, Room 117, 190 N. Litchfield Rd.
Stop by the library to pick up a copy of the May, June,
or July selection. You’re invited to bring your lunch.

Stories by Ranger Pat
Thursdays, June 3, 10, 17 at 11 a.m.
and June 24 at 11:30 a.m.
Goodyear Branch Library, 250 N. Litchfield Rd.,
next to City Hall.
Join special storyteller Ranger Pat for her
amazing tales about Arizona wildlife.
Ages 4 and up.
A Great Little Balloon Company
Monday, June 7 at 11:15 a.m.
Loma Linda Community Center,
420 E. Loma Linda Blvd.
Re-telling of an old classic like “The House that
Jack Built” with children assisting by modeling
balloon creations of the story characters. New
this year – a giant balloon!
Bryan Kilgore: Drawing Workshop
for Teens
Monday, June 7 at 1 p.m.
City Hall, Room 117, 190 N. Litchfield Rd.
Drawing is fun and easier with Bryan Kilgore
as you are taught to draw cartoon characters
while using a fail-safe approach Bryan calls
“Copy Cat.” Teens will learn to draw Bryan’s
own cartoon creations such as “bre bre & bj”
and many more. You will also have a chance
to win some cool prizes while learning these
creative drawing techniques. Sponsored by the
New Friends of the Goodyear Branch Library.
Therapy Dogs – Special Story Time!
Monday, June 14 at 11:15 a.m.
Loma Linda Community Center,
420 E. Loma Linda Blvd.
Come and meet therapy dogs and their
handlers for a special story time about the
value of therapy dogs and their work.

Goodyear, Images of America, now available
at local bookstores and the Southwest
Valley Chamber of Commerce

“Goodyear,
Images of America”
Historian and Arizona State University Professor Denise Bates, Ph.D. (at right in picture),
and longtime Goodyear resident Sally Kiko, visited City Hall and autographed copies of
their recently released book, “Goodyear, Images of America.” The authors worked closely
with the Three Rivers Historical Society, the City of Goodyear, and local families to
compile more than 200 photographs for this volume. These fascinating images, and the
memories shared by many of Goodyear’s residents, help bring to life the history of this
evolving community. $21.95 at Barnes & Noble, Borders, and other booksellers.
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